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The East African 
Community was formed 
in 1967 but dissolved 
in 1977. The union was 
revived in 2000. There 
are hopes for economic 
integration, a common 
currency, and a single 
government. The member 
states share a geography 
and a history. The ques-
tion remains whether a 
common language can 
be adopted and serve to 
facilitate a shared identity.

In his complete anal-
ysis of the challenges, 
Ojwang (2008) identi-
fies a few key consider-
ations. Particularly in the 
rural areas of Kenya and 
Uganda, knowledge of 
Kiswahili is rudimentary. 
Nonregional languages 
are now finding growing 
support on radio stations 
and in popular music. 
And there is growing 
awareness of the need to 
maintain and develop the 

local vernacular languages in schools and government. Nonetheless, Kiswahili may grow to become the 
regional language of East Africa as it is the only language in Africa free from any association with an 
ethnicity-conscious tribe (Ojwang, 2008).

Map 5.1  The East African Community
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Focus on Technology 5.2
Kiswahili Gains Popularity Online
www.swahilihub.com is a world-class Kiswahili website powered by Taifa Leo of Kenya and Mwananchi of 
Tanzania, both leading Kiswahili newspapers and brands of the Nation Media Group (NMG).

Although Kiswahili is fast gaining popularity on the Internet as more websites and social networking 
sites from Facebook, Google, to Microsoft incorporate it, www.swahilihub.com is the latest and most signifi-
cant contribution to the creation of an online community and learning resource for the language.

Source: Gisesa (2012).


